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Guide for authors

Toxicologie Analytique et Clinique is an international

peer-reviewed journal essentially devoted to analytical

& clinical toxicology, covering all of the following

aspects: clinical, forensic, environmental, occupational

medicine, doping, addiction, alternative matrices, and
quality assurance. Regulatory and legislative aspects
are also being considered for inclusion.

Toxicologie Analytique et Clinique publishes the

following material in French and in English:

- Original articles,

- Review articles, which might be suggested by the
editorial board,

- Short articles, reserved for innovative results
whose scientific interest justifies fast publication,

- Laboratory notes,

- Letters to the editor and letters concerning articles
published in the journal,

- Editorials on topics of current interest,

- Reviews of scientific books,

- Conference reports and proceedings, particularly
those of the Société Francaise de Toxicologie
Analytique and the Société de Toxicologie Clinique.

The journal also publishes thematic issues on topical

subject.

Editor-in-Chief: Dr Pascal Kintz - X-Pertise Consulting,
67206 Mittelhausbergen, France.
E-mail: pascal.kintz@wanadoo.fr

These manuscripts have to be in accordance with the
instructions and style guide below. They are inspired
by the standards of presentation of manuscripts
proposed by the international committee of the writers
of medical newspapers, known under the name of
“Group of Vancouver” (International Committee of
Medical Journal Editors. See: http://www.icmje.org/).

All manuscripts addressed to the journal are submitted
to two independent referees. After any modifications
deemed necessary, manuscripts must then be
approved by the Editorial board for publication.

Manuscripts which are incomplete or do not comply
with the instructions to authors will be returned unread.

ETHICS IN PUBLISHING

PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Submission of an article implies that the work
described has not been published previously (except
in the form of an abstract or as part of a published
lecture or academic thesis), that it is not under
consideration for publication elsewhere, that its
publication is approved by all authors and tacitly or
explicitly by the responsible authorities where the work
was carried out, and that, if accepted, it will not be
published elsewhere in the same form, in English or in
any other language, including electronically without the
written consent of the copyright-holder.

To verify originality, your article may be checked by
the originality detection service CrossCheck
http://www.elsevier.com/editors/plagdetect.

Work submitted for publication must be conducted in
application  of current regulations concerning
biomedical experimentation and comply with the
ethical principles of the Helsinki declaration. For
information on Ethics in publishing and Ethical
guidelines for journal publication see:
http://www.elsevier.com/publishingethics,
http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/ethics and
http://www.icmje.org/

When reporting experiments on human subjects,
authors should indicate whether the procedures
followed were in accordance with current regulations
concerning biomedical experimentation (in France:
Comité Consultatif National d’Ethique,
http://www.ccne-ethique.fr/) and the Code of Ethics of
the World Medical Association
(http://www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/in
dex.html).

When reporting experiments on animals, authors
should indicate whether the institutional and national
guide for the care and use of laboratory animals was
followed
(http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animal
s/legislation_en.htm).

Toxicologie Analytique et Clinique is a member and
abides by the principles of the Committee on
Publication Ethics (COPE).
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INFORMED CONSENT AND PATIENT DETAILS

‘ PRESENTATION OF MANUSCRIPT

Studies on patients or volunteers require ethics
committee approval and informed consent, which
should be documented in the paper.

Appropriate consents, permissions and releases must
be obtained when an author wishes to include case
details or other personal information or images of
patients in an Elsevier publication.

Written consents must be retained by the author and
copies of the consents or evidence that such consents
have been obtained must be provided to Elsevier on
request. For more information, please review the
Elsevier Policy on the Use of Images or Personal
Information of Patients or other Individuals
(http://www.elsevier.com/patient-consent-policy).

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPT

Manuscripts should be submitted online via the
electronic  submission site  Editorial Manager:
https://www.editorialmanager.com/toxac

MS Word and Worperfect can be used for text files.

Brief overview of the EES system

e New users CAN access the home page for online
submission site of Toxicologie Analytique et Clinique
at the following address:
https://www.editorialmanager.com/toxac

e Click on “register” at the top of the screen and fill in
the required information: “first name”, “last name” and
“e-mail address.” Then fill in the required fields: title,
preferred contact mode, country, other address,
preferred username. You will receive rapid
confirmation of your registration together with your
username and password by e-mail.

e Registration is required only once, on your first
visit. On subsequent visits, you only need to click on
“login”, then on “author login” to access the system
directly.

e Once you have been identified, have entered the
system, and wish to submit a manuscript, follow the
instructions, enter the different details required for
submission, and then upload your files.

Separate files are required for:

- Manuscript: title page, abstract and keywords, text
body, references, tables and titles for table, caption
for figures;

- Figures (diagrams, drawing, color or white and
black photos) must always be supplied in separate
files, one file per document.

In case of technical difficulties, please contact:
france-support@elsevier.com

The manuscript must be double-spaced with
continuous page numbering. It should be prepared
with the recommendations provided below.

For French article: title, abstract and key words in
English are required.

Title page

e Title: short and informative.

e An English translation of the title for French article.
e Names of authors: first name in full, followed by last
name.

e Complete affiliations of each author (zip code, city
and country).

e The contact author (correspondence purpose) must
be indicated by an asterisk, and his/her full
professional address and e-mail address must be
given at the bottom of the page. Please note e-mail
address will appear on the publication.

Abstract and key words

e The abstract should not be longer than 250 words.
They must be structured. Only standard, common
abbreviations are allowed.

e 3to 6 key words chosen from the Medical Subject
Headings of the Medicus Index  (http://
www.nlm.nih.gov/).

e Letters to the editor have no abstract, but a title and
key words.

Text

e The main body of the manuscript must be clear and
concise. Authors shall ensure correct spelling, syntax
and punctuation.

e The text must be laid out in classic style, with
numbered sections carrying the following headings:
introduction, equipment (or patients) and methods,
results, discussion, conclusion, acknowledgements,
possible competing interest. The heading can be
modified depending on the type of article; however, the
paragraphs should be numbered.

Abbreviations, units and symbols

e The general rules concerning the nomenclature of
abbreviations and symbols are those approved by the
IUPAC (International Union of Pure and Applied
Chemistry).

e Every abbreviation must be explained the first time
it appears in the text.

e S| rules must be applied to units. Note the
following, for example: litre,L;  minute, min;
microgramme/millilitre, ug/mL;
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nanogramme/milligramme, ng/mg (for hair).
e For drugs, the recognised INN must always be
used. The name of the associated specialities shall be

mentioned the first time only, followed by the symbol
™ or ®.

Acknowledgements

Collate acknowledgements in a separate section at the
end of the article before the references. List here those
individuals who provided help during the research
(e.g., providing language help, writing assistance or
proof reading the article, etc.).

Role of the funding source

You are requested to identify, at the end of the
manuscript, who provided financial support for the
conduct of the research and/or preparation of the
article and to briefly describe the role of the
sponsor(s), if any, in study design; in the collection,
analysis and interpretation of data; in the writing of the
report; and in the decision to submit the article for
publication. If the funding source(s) had no such
involvement, then this should be stated.

References

o References are numbered according to their order
of appearance in the text. They are identified in the
text, tables and captions by Arabic numerals in
brackets, and separated by hyphens for a range of
consecutive references, e.g. (1-4) and by commas
without spaces for non-consecutive references, e.g.
(3,8,21).

e All references listed must be cited in the text
(included those cited in figures and tables).

e The abbreviations of the titles of any journals cited
are those of the National Library of Medicine Medicus
Index for the current year.

e Up to 6 authors’ name are listed; beyond this
indicate the first 6 followed by “et al.”

e The presentation of references is so-called
“Vancouver”. References must be presented exactly
as follows, complying with the typography as shown
(page numbers must be complete).

Examples of references:

- A journal article: [1] Goullé JP, Mahieu L, Maignant
V, Bouige D, Saussereau E, Lacroix C. Valeurs
usuelles des métaux et métalloides dans le sang total
et les urines par ICP-MS chez cinquante-quatre sujets
décédés. Ann Toxicol Anal 2007; 19: 43-51.

- A book: [5] Kintz P. Analytical and Practical Aspects
of Drug Testing in Hair. Boca Raton: CRC Taylor &
Francis; 2006.

- A chapter from a book: [8] Pépin G, Chéze M. Les
opiacés. In Mura P (coordinateur). Alcool,
médicaments, stupéfiants et conduite automobile.
Paris : Elsevier; 1999. p. 75-95.

- A website: [8] Consulted on website
http://www.inchem.org/ on March 24 2013.

Unpublished articles should not be included in the
list unless they have been accepted for publication. In
this case, mention in press after the name of the
journal and the expected year of publication, along
with the DOI number in case it is available.

Tables

e Tables must be numbered using Arabic numerals
according to their order of appearance in the text.
Their location must be specified by a reference
between parentheses (Table 1).

e Prepare tables with Word or Excel. Graphic files
are not acceptable for tables.

e Each table must be presented on a separate sheet,
without vertical ruling lines. It must be accompanied by
a title (placed above it) and all necessary notes
(placed below it) to make it comprehensible without
reference to the text. In particular, the meaning of all
abbreviations and symbols must be specified.

Figures

e Figures (graphs, drawings, or photographs) must
always be supplied in separate files, one file per
document.

e They must be numbered in Arabic numerals
according to their order of appearance in the text.
Their location must be specified by a reference
between parentheses (Figure 1).

* Photos should be provided in digital format: JPEG
(.jpeqg), TIFF (.tif) or PDF (.pdf) with 300 dpi minimum
resolution for black and white or colour photographs
and 500 to 1000 dpi for graphs or drawing. Word and
Excel format are also acceptable. Figures should not
be created with commercial software (Powerpoint®,
Paintbrush®, MacDrawPro®). In these formats they
cannot be used for professional publishing.

e Each figure must be accompanied by a caption.
The legends do not appear in the illustration. They are
given in a list at the end of the article, on a separate
sheet. Abbreviation must be defined. If the original
figure contains colours, an identical reproduction of it
may appear in the electronic version.

Very important note: Any reproduction of previously
published figures and tables must be accompanied by
written permission from the copyright holder (publisher
or author). Authors will do the necessary steps.




Complementary data

Toxicologie Analytique et Clinique invites authors to
submit their article with electronic supplements
complementary. Author may provide tables, figures,
videos...

Supplement files offer the author additional
possibilities to publish supporting applications, high-
resolution images, background datasets, and more.
For any further information on how to supply your
images, consult the web page:
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/author-
schemas/artwork-and-media-instructions

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST

e The journal applies the international practices
regarding competing interests relating to submitted
publications. Any manuscript submission must be
accompanied with a disclosure of interest.

e A competing interest exists when an author and/or
co-author have any financial or personal relationships
with other people or organisations that might influence
his/her professional judgement concerning an
essential value (patient's well-being, integrity of the
research work...). The main competing interest
includes financial interests, clinical trials, punctual
interventions, family relationships...

All authors of the publication must declare any
relations that may be considered as a potential
competing interest.

1. If there is no competing interest, the following
note must be added directly to the manuscript: “The
author[s] declare[s] that he [they] has [have] no
competing interest”.

2. If there is one (or more) competing(s) interest, all
should be listed at the end of the manuscript (before
the bibliographical references) in accordance with the
presentation below. The initials of the author(s)
concerned and the name of the company associated
should be added to the potential competing of interest
needing to be declared.

Examples:

— C.R,, E.L. Financial interests in Barbot SA;

— E.L. Owner, manager, employee, participation in a
decisional board of a company. Other regular activities in
Chups SAS;

— J.J.E. Clinical trials: as main investigator, coordinator or
principle experimenter for RTM SARL;

— P.L. Clinical trials: as co-investigator,
experimenter, study collaborator for Light & Co;
— F.W. Punctual interventions: expertise reports for EFS
Associated;

— M.D. Punctual interventions: consultancy for SFC;

secondary

— C.G. Conferences: invitations as speaker for KKS & Son;

— M.S. Conferences: invitations as auditor (travelling and
accommodation expenses paid for by a company) for Régis
SA;

— M.F. Close family relatives employed in the above example
of companies;

— A.D. No competing interest.

OPEN ACCESS

This journal offers authors the possibility to publish
their research in Gold Open Access (OA).

Articles are freely available to both subscribers and the
wider public with permitted reuse. A gold OA
publication fee is payable by authors or on their behalf,
e.g. by their research funder or institution.

Regardless of how you choose to publish your article,
the journal will apply the same peer review criteria and
acceptance standards.

For gold open access articles, permitted third party
(re)use is defined by the following Creative Commons
user licenses: Creative Commons Attribution-Non-
Commercial-No Derives (CC BY-NC-ND). For non-
commercial purposes, it is possible to distribute and
copy the article, and to include it in a collective work
(such as an anthology), as long as they credit the
author(s) and provided they do not alter or modify the
article.

The open access fee for this journal is 1 500 euros,
excluding taxes. Learn more about Elsevier's pricing
Policy:

https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/pricing

COPYRIGHT

e The Société Francaise de Toxicologie Analytique
owns the rights to the entire content of Toxicologie
Analytique et Clinique. Consequently, none of the texts
published in this journal may be reproduced without
written permission from the Société Francaise de
Toxicologie Analytique.

e Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be
asked to complete a 'Journal Publishing Agreement'
(see more information on
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/copyright). An
e-mail will be sent to the corresponding author
confirming receipt of the manuscript together with a
‘Journal Publishing Agreement' form or a link to the
online version of this agreement.

e For gold open access articles: Upon acceptance of
an article, authors will be asked to complete an
'Exclusive License Agreement’
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(www.elsevier.com/about/policies/copyright). Permitted
third party reuse of gold OA articles is determined by

the author's choice of user license
(https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/open-access-
licenses).

e Elsevier supports responsible sharing. Find out
how you can share your research published in Elsevier
journals. More information on:
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-
authors/submit-your-paper/sharing-and-promoting-

your-article)

AFTER ACCEPTANCE

e As soon as the manuscript accepted for publication
is being processed, a transfer of copyright form will be
sent by electronic mail to the corresponding author
with the proofs. The form shall be duly completed and
signed in the name of all the authors, then sent back to
the publisher.

* Online proof correction: Corresponding authors
will receive an e-mail with a link to our online proofing
system, allowing annotation and correction of proofs
online. The environment is similar to MS Word: in
addition to editing text, you can also comment on
figures/tables and answer questions from the Copy
Editor. Web-based proofing provides a faster and less
error-prone process by allowing you to directly type
your corrections, eliminating the potential introduction

of errors. If preferred, you can still choose to annotate
and upload your edits on the PDF version.

Changes concerning the content are not accepted on
the proofs, and corrections are limited to typography.
The authors will make necessary arrangements for
their corrected proofs to be sent to the publisher within
two days following receipt, whatever the time of the
year. In the case of delay the publisher reserves the
right to print the article without the author’s corrections.

e Offprints: The corresponding author will, at no
cost, receive a customized Share Link providing 50
days free access to the final published version of the
article on ScienceDirect. The Share Link can be used
for sharing the article via any communication channel,
including email and social media.

Corresponding authors who have published their
article gold open access do not receive a Share Link
as their final published version of the article is
available open access on ScienceDirect and can be
shared through the article DOI link.

For an extra charge, paper offprints can be ordered via
the offprint order form which is sent once the article is
accepted for publication. Both corresponding and co-
authors may order offprints at any time via Elsevier's
Webshop ((https://webshop.elsevier.com/article-
services/article-offprints).

Editor’ s contact:
Pascal Kintz - pascal.kintz@wanadoo.fr

Corinne Challeton — c.challeton@elsevier.com

Submission exclusively through the on-line submission web site:
https://www.editorialmanager.com/toxac
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